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be left insecurely protected or unlighted at night, while the
use of picks, mechanical or otherwise, may lead to injuries caused
by splinters of stone. Many underground cables and pipes are
not charted, even by the authorities to whom they belong, and
there is therefore considerable risk in crowded areas of damage
to water, gas and electricity mains. Such risks may be heavier by
the type of labour engaged, for if regular and competent work-
men are employed, the risk of accidents is considerably less than
when unskilled labour is engaged. Tar spraying risks call for
considerations similar to those mentioned under Public Authori-
ties.
Premiums are as a rule based on the wages paid to all em-
ployees engaged on the work, and it is usual for separate policies
to be issued for individual contracts.
SCHOOLS
Indemnities are required by public authorities, school man-
agers and trustees, in respect of liability for accidents to the
public, including scholars. Parents and others may visit the
school premises and meet with accidents while thereon, while
persons may have occasion to use the highways or paths which
surround or traverse the premises. There are but seldom any
unusual features, provided that the insurers are satisfied that
there is no undue hazard as the result of falling trees and
branches or on account of the proximity of cricket or football
pitches to roads or paths. In the ordinary way, a fixed pre-
mium is applied, plus a charge per hundred scholars (if the
scholars risk is to be included), depending upon the limit of in-
demnity selected.
Reformatory Schools. The type of child to be found in such
schools increases the third party risk although discipline may
be expected to be more rigidly enforced. In many respects, re-
formatory schools are not unlike technical schools, because trades
are usually taught. Most schools of this kind are owned by
public authorities and they are responsible for damage or injury
caused by the children.
Schools for the Mentally Deficient and Cripples. The dis-
abilities under which the scholars at such schools labour, tend
towards an increased accident risk, and m,any insurers are loth
even to submit quotations. Much depends upon the extent of
the disabilities of the children and the subjects taught. There
is responsibility for damage or injury caused by the children, as
under the last heading.

